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Swindon Honey Show 2010 Results:

· Best in Show 

Peter Hinton, light run honey

· Most Points 

Peter Hinton, 2nd Ross Gregory, 3rd Dennis Simpson

· Novice


Dave Gibbs and Avril Earl (equal)

· Best Cake

Lu Haynes
Hazel Blackburn gave a live judging and at her summary expressed the overall high standard of the exhibits and was particular keen on one of the medium honeys. 

There was good support and entries this year and hopefully those that attended but didn’t enter will do so in 2011




2009


2010

Entries


7


16

Exhibits

31


46

Our thanks go to Ron Hill for assisting the judge.

Wiltshire Honey Show and AGM.

The three speakers covered bee research update, honeybee communication and regulations in honey production. Some were very informative, some very controversial!

Ron Hoskins represented Swindon with his ‘Swindon Honeybee Conservation Group’ display and was kept busy with a constant stream of interest.

Another Swindon member, Chris Park had his skep display laid out, which was also having a lot of interest shown.

We didn’t have too many Swindon entries but we did gained enough points to give us 3rd position in the branch standings, thanks to Peter Hinton, Chris Park and Ross Gregory.

The Howard Teal cup is presented to the branch that has contributed most to beekeeping over the last year. This year with the wider publicity given to beekeeping across the national and local media relative to Ron Hoskins ‘Bees biting back’ and the ongoing work the branch undertakes The county chairman determined that the Howard Teal cup went to Swindon which Ron Hoskins accepted as Swindon President.

Ron was nominated and elected as Vice President of WBKA. Congratulations Ron.

No issues raised and the AGM closed as per the agenda.

Swindon AGM 28th October @ 7.45

Nominations are invited for all officers and for general members of the committee.

Sadly Sue has decided to step down after 4 years as branch secretary and honey show secretary. It would be nice to have a volunteer or even volunteers for these roles and don’t worry about experience as this can be gained on the job. The committee meet approximately every 6-8 weeks and the meeting lasts about 2 hours.

It will be good to have new/additional members on the committee, so if you would like to take a deeper interest in our branch please inform Sue Harris.

With the success of our branch, in numbers of members increasing over the last couple of years, presently 88 members and 77 associates, we should have members willing to serve.

If you are not available to attend this meeting, please refer to the Email recently sent to you from the Secretary Sue Harris, of your nominated representative so that your vote can be counted.

Following the AGM, we will have a presentation from Ron Hoskins on his ‘Swindon Bee’ project. Ron will give an update and his plans for 2011 which will involve the help of Swindon beekeepers.

Venue:
 Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD.

Annual subscriptions

These are due and prompt payment (£29 Full, £9 Associate, £24.24 Partner) would be appreciated to ease the workload of our membership secretary and treasurer. It will also ensure you are registered with the BBKA and into the Honey Bee Times Year Book.

Come with your cheques ready or cash, all those prompt payers who have paid before 1st December, will be put into the draw at the Skittles evening in December. 

The person whose name is drawn will receive their subs back, excluding any additional BDI.

Please don’t forget that you are not insured if you have not paid your subs.
Several of our beekeepers have recently been through the ‘basic exam’ under the guidance of Ross Gregory. Congratulations to you.

What’s Happening 
28th October
Branch AGM at the Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road in Haydon Wick, Swindon (SN25 1JD)


Followed with a presentation by Ron Hoskins, update on the Swindon Honeybee Conservation Group 

25th November
Tony Herbert (Salisbury) will talk about his African Bee project

9th December
Annual Skittles at the Haydon Wick Club

27th January
Jo Trussler, talk about the National Trust project at Coleshill.

Wednesday 23rd February
Annual dinner at the Tawny Owl

3rd March
Sally Wadsworth is to talk about Bee insides

31st March
Nigel Simmence (RBI)
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