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Newsletter
November 2010
Swindon AGM 

There was a good attendance for this, our second winter meeting. Following the reports from officers, Ron Hoskins took the chair during the election of officers. See list below of elected officers. The search for a secretary will continue as there was no one willing to step forward and take on this role at this time. Sue Harris graciously offered to continue as Secretary in the short term while the hunt for Swindon’s new Secretary continues. We desperately need someone to step forward Sue will be at hand to ‘show the ropes’. Sue has kindly agreed to take on the role of Membership Secretary which will take a large slice of the Branch Secretary’s workload away. We meet 6-8 times a year for about 2 hours.
If you feel you could be tempted, give Dennis Simpson or Sue Harris a call for more information.

With the success of our branch, in numbers of members increasing over the last couple of years, 2010 recorded  88 members and 77 associates, we should have a few more members willing to serve.

We did have some members stepping forward and being elected to the committee and we thank them for this.


Vice Chair

Paul Vickery


Members

Rachael Banyard and Clive (Tomo) Thompson
Mike Hall has decided to stand down from committee as he has been elected Chairman, South East Gloucestershire. We thank Mike for his input and wish him well and hope to see him at our meetings as an associate.
Following the AGM, Ron Hoskins gave a short presentation on his work at Stanton Apiary with the ‘Swindon Bee’ or ‘grooming bee’. From the initial work where he identified that the damage done to the varroa mite found on the floor of the hive was the work of the bees, Ron has been breeding queens from these grooming bees and creating areas saturated with drones in order to spread the ‘grooming bees’ gene-pool area.
With funding from the BBKA and donations from near and far, Ron has purchased equipment to help him create these drone areas. Ron will be seeking beekeepers in the Swindon area to begin the next stage which will involve up to 20 beekeepers supplied with bees, nucs and research equipment made available from donations. 
Annual subscriptions

These are due and prompt payment (£29 Full, £9 Associate, £24.24 Partner) would be appreciated to ease the workload of our Membership Secretary and Treasurer. It will also ensure you are registered with the BBKA and in the Honey Bee Times Year Book. It will also save the branch money by not having to send out reminders.
Don’t forget, all those prompt payers who have paid before 1st December, will be put into the draw at the Skittles evening in December. 

The person whose name is drawn will receive their subs back, excluding any additional BDI.

Please don’t forget that you are not insured if you have not paid your subs.
In the last couple of years we have managed to get quite a few of our beekeepers through to gaining the ‘Basic Certificate’ under the guidance of Ross Gregory. 
Ross will again be running this course starting in February and if there is interest, the ‘Module exams’. Ross would welcome enquires from prospective students. Exam fees are refunded from WBKA.
The results from the recent BBKA Honey Survey seem to confirm what we have been saying over the years, membership up 100%. Nearly half the membership keeps one or two hives, and the same number have taken up beekeeping in the last 2 years.

Members on average have been beekeeping less than 10 years. The average price of honey sold at the door and markets for £4.06 per lb.
What’s Happening 
25th November
Tony Herbert (Salisbury) will talk about his African Bee project. 
9th December
Annual Skittles 

27th January
Jo Trussler, talk about the National Trust project at Coleshill. 

23rd February (Wednesday)
Annual dinner at the Tawny Owl, details to follow.
3rd March
Sally Wadsworth is to talk about “Bee Insides.”
31st March
Nigel Simmence (Regional Bee Inspector). 

All meetings unless stated otherwise will be at the,

Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Haydon Wick, Swindon SN25 1JD
Meetings start at 7.30
Your committee has worked hard to organise these events and 
We hope to see you at as many as possible.
YOUR NEW COMMITTEE

· President



Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Chair




Dennis Simpson
01793 854063
· Vice Chair



Paul Vickery

· Secretary
(temporary)

Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer



Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Membership Secretary

Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Training Officer


Ross Gregory

01793 762355
· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
Alison Haynes

· Bryan Hopper

· Peter Hinton

· Rachael Banyard 
· Clive (Tomo) Thompson (Publicity)
Email addresses for the committee can be found in the Honey Bee Times year book and on the Wiltshire Beekeepers web site.
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