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Two of our Honorary members have recently passed away.
 Margaret Farhall was always supporting her husband Dick during his beekeeping years and when he was no longer able to work the bees both Dick and Margaret would attend our winter meetings helping with the refreshments and raffle, always welcoming all who came in contact with them with a cheerful smile and always willing to help and offer advice. Dick predeceased Margaret.
 Jim Melsome was one of our members who received the BBKA Long Service Certificate (min of 50 years Beekeeping) back in 2001 at the age of 87 and at the time had just resigned his position, Honorary President of SDBKA. He had held various positions with Malmesbury and Wiltshire till the 1960’s when he moved to Purton and joined Swindon and was County Delegate until 1998.
He continued to attend our meetings offering advice to our new members until recently.

Our condolences go to his wife Jean and family.
We have heard this week that one of our most senior active members, John Sharp, passed away on 6th August. Our condolences go to his wife and family. Funeral Service to be held at St Andrews Church Shrivenham at 11.30 on 19th August followed by committal at Kingsdown Crematorium.
We are now into August and the damp weather is upon us as I compile this newsletter. Not only is the weather against but wasps are about in greater numbers than last year and hive entrances should be reduced to help the bees keep these out of the hive otherwise it won’t take the wasps too long to infiltrate in sufficient numbers to decimate the hive to leave a very small and weak colony that would have given up any attempt to survive.
If you are fitting entrance blocks, it’s a good idea to fit them with the entry section uppermost, this will give the bees a better chance of getting in if there is build-up of dead bees at the entrance.

If you haven’t got entrance blocks, these can be purchased from Thornes (via Chris Rawlings) or Maisemore. If you get desperate, pipe insulating foam, trimmed to give a tight fit is usually a good standby, but don’t use ordinary foam (the yellow car wash type) mice will bite this away to use as nesting material.

Another tip, make sure the entrance block wood or foam is not protruding too far forward that any rain running down the front of the hive doesn’t hit this obstacle and creep into the hive to give a damp floor.

At the same time as protecting against wasps we should be also be looking at stopping the mouse from entering since this unwelcome visitor to the hive over winter will gradually eat its way through the wax, honey, pollen, frames and will also bring into the hive leaves and other nest building material, at the same time reducing the brood area the bees have.

Now is the time to start treating for varroa before the temperatures drop too low to complete the second stage of the treatment. If you intend to feed syrup, do you need to treat for nosema? Most treatments for nosema can be added to the syrup.
Due to the hard work of Paul, Ron and Ross running beekeeping introduction courses our membership has grown quite considerably, so we can expect an increase in attendance at our indoor meetings which start 24th September with our Honey Show.
In last months’ newsletter we invited to our new or novice beekeepers, to ask for advice or assistance if needed. If you feel the need for a little support/guidance, don’t hesitate to ask. Your committee and fellow beekeepers are only too willing to explain the grey areas of beekeeping.
Our planned programme of summer activities was slightly knocked for six with the “Drone Congregation Area” (DCA) search at Stanton Park and adjacent to the A419 being scuppered by the weather.
The second TWIGS open day in June was well attended by inquisitive public and members manning our display. Thanks to you, our presence was noted. Sue has still not forgiven the bee that wanted to get up close!!
The Swindon Old Town Festival was a new event for us this year and Ross managed to gather several members to assist after the invitation from Commonweal School Group. The school’s entry for the pageant “Bees” won second prize in their class. This was a difficult weekend for Swindon Beekeepers as we were spread over the Swindon area attending and exhibiting at several events on the same Saturday, again, thanks to all that helped and if you couldn’t, you missed an enjoyable time. There are some photos on the Wiltshire Beekeepers website.
Our annual “Bee Safari” was again well supported with Ross managing to organise a route that took in several new apiaries, amongst these was Chris Parks’ apiary, the bare footed beekeeper!!!!  
There are some photos of this interesting experience on the Wiltshire Beekeepers website. 

Congratulations Clive Harris passed Module 1 and 2 of the Intermediate Exam, Ross Gregory and Dennis Simpson passed Module 2.
Honey Show, 24th September
Our Honey Show is fast approaching and hopefully your exhibits are being prepared ready. Any member can exhibit in just one class or every class. Whether it’s one jar of honey or a photograph, all entries are welcomed. If you are don’t feel up to exhibiting, don’t worry, come along and enjoy the evening with a live judging which will give everyone an opportunity to learn more about beekeeping. Use this as a practice run for the County Honey Show (our branch are organisers for 2009) in Wootton Bassett, 10th October.
New Members
We would like to welcome Sissal Thomassen as a new member.
Forthcoming Events
Sept 24th

Branch Honey Show, (details later)



Sue Harris
Oct  10th 

Wiltshire Honey Show, (details later)


Sue Harris
Oct  29th

Branch AGM. (details later)
Oct 29th – 31st Oct 
National Honey Show, Weybridge , Surrey
Nov 26th

“Bees eye view of beekeeping,” Andy Willis
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YOUR COMMITTEE

· President


Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Chairman


Dennis Simpson

01793 854063
· Vice Chairman

Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Secretary


Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer


Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Training Officer

Ross Gregory

01793 762355
· Publicity Officer

Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Swarm Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Bryan Hopper



· Peter Hinton

Next S&DBKA committee meeting:
10th September  

Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:
11th September
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