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It’s with sadness that we announce the death of our Honorary member, John Woolford who died on 22nd September aged 86. John was only 10 years old when he became interested in the bees behind the school. He started keeping his own bees at the age of 16 and this also started his long involvement with Swindon Beekeepers. John received the BBKA Long Service Certificate (min of 50 years Beekeeping) back in 2001. He was very much of the “old school” of beekeepers, with a wealth of knowledge of beekeeping and privileged to have known grand beekeepers such as Gale of Marlborough and Harold Teal. Although John had stopped keeping bees a few years ago, he was always available to pass his experience to fellow beekeepers when the opportunity allowed.

Swindon Beekeepers were present at Blooms (garden centre, Hay Lane) Harvest Festival weekend. Ross and Dennis attended both days and were pleased to have the assistance and company of Avril Earl and Val Moody (who supplied the lovely candles) all day on Saturday, Terry Knight on Sunday morning and Gloria Simms on Sunday afternoon.

Although the weather was sunny and warm the visitors to our stand were very small.

Last month we held our annual Honey Show, David Maslen (judge) gave a live judging which kept 

the audience  entertained for most of the evening.
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Wiltshire Beekeepers Association Honey Show and Lectures was held at St Johns School, Marlborough. Swindon Beekeepers had a display of our activities (collated by Ross, many thanks) through the year and included photos taken of the Safari, TWIGS open days, training sessions, meetings etc. This was an excellent way to promote Swindon Beekeepers and we will be repeating this display at other events in 2012. This display will be setup for viewing at the AGM.
It was a bit disappointing that only a small number of Swindon members made the effort to attend. This event is paid for out of associations subscriptions. Several members entered the Show and we achieved some favourable results. Ross Gregory got a first for Dark run honey and bee related photo while Dennis Simpson got first in Medium run honey, six bee products and second for Dark run honey and Bee disaster photo. With a few more entries from Swindon we may have won a trophy or two. Maybe next year! 
As you know we hold our annual dinner around February time.  We are currently looking for a suitable venue for this social gathering, one with a private room preferably, so if anyone has a suggestion please let Kathy Hobson know, kathy.hobson1@ntlworld.com.

We will shortly be planning next year’s meetings – if you have any ideas let Kathy Hobson know, kathy.hobson1@ntlworld.com.
Annual subscriptions

These are due following the AGM on 27th October. Prompt payment would be appreciated to ease the workload of our membership secretary and treasurer. With recent capitation increases to both Wiltshire and BBKA, our fees will require a similar increase, decided at AGM. Prompt payment will ensure you are registered with the BBKA and into the Honey Bee Times Year Book.

Come with your cheques ready or cash. All those prompt payers who have paid before 4th December, will be put into the draw at the Skittles evening in December. 

The person whose name is drawn will receive their subs back, excluding any additional BDI.
Previous recipients include Bob Berry, Gary Smith and Bryan Hopper, you could be next!
AGM
Before the AGM we will hold an EGM to resolve the annual problem of not having enough members to make the quorum (25% of 180 members). It is intended through the EGM to reduce the size of the quorum numbers by replacing a fixed percentage with a sliding scale of members.
Following the AGM we will have a quiz to lighten the evening.
Please come along and support your branch and your committee.

If you feel you would like to put something into the club, either on the committee, running an event, giving a presentation (not necessary beekeeping), then talk to Kathy.
This club is for every member, so please, come and support it.
Club polo and sweat shirts will be available for purchase.
The club library will be available for members.
Beekeeping Events.   
October 27th-29th
National Honey Show, Weybridge, Surrey. Everyone should go at least once.
November 30th
Maisemore, sale ends. Will there be even better deals?
2011 Meetings

October 27th 
Swindon Beekeepers AGM, Haydon Wick Club.
November 24th 
Swindon Beekeepers Archives talk with Joy Simpson, Haydon Wick Club
December 8th 

Skittles evening, Haydon Wick Club.
Meetings held at Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD
Meetings start at 7.30pm
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      Swindon Beekeepers’ Archive

Interested in the History of the Swindon Branch?
Our November meeting will be all about our new Swindon Beekeepers’ Archive, which documents the history of the branch.
Joy Simpson will be showing us  the  archive  material  about  Swindon and District Beekeepers Association that  has  been discovered  and  collected  to  date.
She will explain how the archive is catalogued and you will be able to browse through the paper documents held in the archive to date. We will also be launching the On-line Archive, which has been created with the help of Bob Berry, our Webmaster. 
The On-line Archive will be accessed via a link on the home page of the Swindon Beekeepers’ website, and Joy will guide us through it. 
We are always looking to add new records to the archive, so any of your own contributions will be very welcome.

          Swindon & District Beekeepers Association


         HONEY SHOW RESULTS 2011�
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�
�
CLASS�
1st�
2nd�
3rd�
�
1lb Light run honey�
Ross Gregory�
Dennis Simpson�
Bryan Hopper�
�
1lb Medium run honey �
Dennis Simpson�
Terry Knight�
------------�
�
1lb Dark run honey�
Ross Gregory�
Dennis Simpson�
Lu Haynes�
�
1lb Soft set honey�
------------�
Lu Haynes�
------------�
�
Bottle of mead �
Clive Harris�
Bryan Hopper�
Bryan Hopper�
�
Beeswax: Plain mould�
------------�
Lu Haynes�
------------�
�
Cut comb�
------------�
Ross Gregory�
Ross Gregory�
�
Display of bee products�
Mike Benson�
Kathy Hobson�
Lu Haynes�
�
Frame ready for extraction�
Lu Haynes�
Bryan Hopper�
------------�
�
Honey cake to recipe �
Joy Simpson�
Dennis Simpson�
Lu Haynes�
�
A5-size photograph �
Ross Gregory�
Kathy Hobson�
Ross Gregory�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Trophies�
�
�
�
�
Best in Show�
Clive Harris�
(bottle of mead)�
�
�
Most Points�
Ross Gregory�
�
�
�
Novice�
Kathy Hobson�
�
�
�
Best Cake�
Joy Simpson�
�
�
�









