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The recent warm temperatures have allowed the bees to get out and forage although there’s not too much about at this time. Even with the small amounts taken into the hive this will simulate the queen to lay so we should be prepared for the first inspection. Get the hive components out and inspect the condition-you don’t want bits falling apart half way through the season. Clean, sterilise internal surfaces and treat external surfaces ready to replace last season’s boxes. While a good blast with the gas torch will sterilise the internal surfaces, external treatment is getting a bit more difficult as the major preservative of choice, Cuprinol has announced that following EU legislation it has had to change the active ingredients used in its wood preservers and since these haven’t been tested for use on beehives, “Cuprinol cannot recommend any of its wood preservers on beehives”.
Sally Wadsworth gave a very interesting talk on ‘Long Hives and their management’ for our meeting at the beginning of March.  Various types of long hives including the Dartington, Beehaus and Top Bar were explained and discussed with the help of slides and the physical presence of one of Sally’s Long Hives. Judging by the amount of interest generated by Sally’s talk, we could see more of this type of hive in the future, although I don’t think many will be flocking to purchase a Beehaus costing over £450. 
The Bath and West Show has been mentioned several times recently, Ross’s Email, last meeting etc. Although it will be too late to enter into the Honey Show by the time this Newsletter is distributed, it won’t be too late to offer assistance in the “Bees and Honey” marquee or demonstration. For helping out for half the day you will get free entry to the show and the other half of the day to wander round the show ground-can’t be bad. 
If this sounds like something you would be interested in doing, contact Chris Rawlings (01225-344258; chris.rawlings@blueyonder.co.uk).
It was mentioned in our last Newsletter that the search for a new secretary is over. Kathy Hobson has very kindly offered her services and been accepted. Our next Committee meeting (12 April) will see the “official” transfer and any secretarial business should be addressed to Kathy.
Have you looked at the Beebase website (https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase)? This was also mentioned last month and if you haven’t checked it out you could be missing out on a lot of useful information.
Booker the wholesale cash and carry store will accept beekeepers. Register by showing your BBKA membership card and start saving especially on sugar which can be purchased in 25kilo bag. Ideal for winter feeding. 
Don’t forget the BBKA Convention at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire on Saturday April 16th. An all-day event with good speakers and the major beekeeping manufacturers/suppliers providing everything you think you need and more, at prices you’ll find hard to better. Members can also attend the Friday and Sunday workshops. 
See the BBKA website or BBKA News-pay in advance and save even more before you get there!!
As a member of Swindon & District Beekeepers you are more than welcome to attend meetings of the other branches in Wiltshire who also provide excellent speakers.
What’s happening in March?
31st March.

Nigel Semmence, Regional Bee Inspector will give a talk entitled, ‘An Inspector Calls’. This insight to what to expect when the Bee Inspector comes knocking to view our hives will help to alleviate any fears we may have and we may even learn from his visit. 
This is our last indoor meeting till September (Honey Show) and it’s an opportunity to return books borrowed from our library or to select one or two to borrow for the summer. Books can be returned directly to or borrowed from our library anytime by contacting Ross. 
Beekeeping Training Courses

One-Day Introduction to Beekeeping Course: 

Starting Beekeeping Course: 

Basic Certificate:
Apiary Skills Sessions: 
DVD Training: 
For further information about any of the above contact Ross: rossg@dsl.pipex.com or (01793)762355
Ron Hoskins will also be organising training courses at his Stanton Park apiary as well as requiring assistance with his ongoing research with ‘The Swindon Bee’. Ron can be found most weekends at Stanton working bees and seems to be able to make time to talk beekeeping to any visitors.
Swindon Beekeepers Microscopy Group.

The inaugural meeting took place at Ross’s earlier this month with six members attending the meeting to agree aims and objectives. Several other members have indicated an interest but were unable to attend.   
Club polo, sweatshirts and badges.

Contract Dennis Simpson who has a few sizes/colours to choose from and if we haven’t your size and colour, we can order, if there’s enough interest. You’ll look great in these especially at one of our shows.
Hives with bees.

One of our beekeepers has decided to take a break from beekeeping and is looking for a good home for his two colonies. One is in a WBC and the other in a National.

For further details and price contact John Goddard, 01793 815381 or johngoddard@iee.org
Honey jars 

1lb honey jars with lids. Dennis Simpson has a surplus that is taking up needed space in the loft.

These are still boxed in 72 (1/2 gross) contact Dennis on 01793 854063 or drsimpson@hotmail.com
2011 Meetings

Indoor meetings at Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD. Meetings start at 7.30. 

Unless stated otherwise. 
Mar 31st
Nigel Simmence (Regional Bee Inspector) talk, ‘An Inspector Calls’. 


April 16th
BBKA convention at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire. Details in BBKA magazine.
April 17th
TWIGS open day, publicising Swindon Beekeepers, bees and selling produce.

May

June 19th
TWIGS open day, publicising Swindon Beekeepers, bees and selling produce.

June/July
Barbeque at Stanton Park





tbc

July 9th

Bee safari







tbc
August 14th
Lacock Abbey, Bee and Honey Day, 
helpers required

tbc
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