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March 2009
February’s meeting was rescheduled to 5th March, entitled, “First Year as a Bee Inspector” a presentation by Seasonal Bee Inspector, Robert Carpenter-Turner. This was an interesting presentation of some of the good and bad bits of apiary management and the interesting challenges facing bee inspectors. I think everyone learnt from his experiences and hopefully make his trip to our hives, should he wish to inspect, easier than some he was showing.
This Thursday, 26th March is our final indoor meeting until September, entitled “Improving your bees”. This presentation by Ron Hoskins will be explaining to us why it's important to improve the quality of our bees.

Objective - raise hygienic bees & mass production of drones.
A number of methods to achieve the objective will be explained.
Several methods of queen production will be discussed - then a fixed program (weather permitting) with a number of field days will be offered.
Ron will be collecting names of those people interested in undertaking this program.
Some help would be appreciated to give the Apiary at TWIGS a bit of a spring tidy-up. If you have some time available, have a chat with Ross Gregory.

Saturday 18th April is the BBKA Spring Convention at the National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh (just off the A46). This is an opportunity to listen to informative speakers, view the vast array of bee related equipment, books and some displays, not to mention the bargains to be had on new equipment.
Further information can be found on the BBKA website.

The Bath and West Show is being held between 27 and 30th May. Chris Rawlings (West Wiltshire branch) is once again the Wiltshire contact person and is seeking stewards to help at the stand for part of the day in exchange for free entry to the show ground and your own free time for the remainder of the day. Chris would like to hear from anyone wishing to put exhibits into the Honey Show. Dennis Simpson has details and entry forms. Last year the county cup came to Wiltshire and it would be good to retain it.
The Beekeepers Quarterly magazine can now be seen on the web at www.bkq.org.uk 
This will be a free for the March & May 2009 editions. Try it while it’s free. 

There will be a small charge to subscribe after this time.
BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate
Following the huge response to this “Basic Beekeeping course”, the first session is now full and Ross is planning a second session starting after Easter. If you are interested or would like to know more, please contact Ross Gregory. 
2009 Meetings
(Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD)


Meeting starts at 7.30

26th March.


Improving your bees




Ron Hoskins
(This is the last of our indoor/Winter meetings until 24th September 2009)
Summer Events

April
17th-19th
BBKA Spring Convention at Stoneleigh
April
19th

TWIGS first open day 2009.

May
27-30th

Bath and West Show. 
June
**    

Drone congregation and picnic. 




tbc

June
21st

TWIGS second open day 2009.


July
**    

Swindon Beekeepers open day. Apiary at TWIGS.

tbc
July
11th

Safari, apiary tour with Bee Inspector.



tbc


August **

Stanton Park walkabout followed by tea and cakes. 

tbc



September 24th
Branch Honey Show

October 29th

Branch AGM.

Next SDBKA committee meeting:
22nd April   
Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:

22nd May
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Discovered in a row of apple trees in Holland while on holiday.
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