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Kathy Hobson, our new Secretary, has officially taken over from Sue and all correspondence should be now be directed to Kathy, Kathy.hobson1@ntlworld.com. I want to thank Sue again for all her hard work and the effort that she has put into progressing Swindon Beekeepers during her time as Secretary. 
It’s Barbeque time again, with all this lovely weather we have had recently, (it was when I started to write this Newsletter), we have organised a barbeque for 16th July from 12 noon at Stanton Park. A chance to meet up with other likeminded people, family and friends for this social occasion.
Since the 2010 barbeque was a great success Peter and Anne Hinton have offered to do it again. So, if you’re up for fantastic meats from a renowned butcher in Highworth or something veggie, all cooked to perfection by Peter and his team, followed with strawberries and cream, then get in contact with Kathy Hobson 01793 343501 or kathy.hobson1@ntlworld.com and get your name down sooner rather than later, so we can get numbers especially those requiring vegetarian/special dietary to ensure we have enough to satisfy all tastes.
Cut off date to book your place, Friday 8th July.

The cost is £2 per person, £1 for children. (Subsidised by S&DBKA) At these prices, it’s bring your own drink.
BBKA Website - this site has been revamped, with BBKA members now having to enter a personal password to enter the member’s area. Details on the website including login instructions. 
The June TWIGS day was well supported by members following Ross’s email request for helpers, without too many gossip groups restricting access (sorry Ross). A reasonable selection of honey from around Swindon was on sale and a large amount of this was sold. Although we have been participating at TWIGS on these open days for a few years now, we still manage to attract new interest to our display/apiary.
Bath and West Show

We had several members volunteering to help man the stalls and demonstrating (opening hive).
Dennis Simpson entered into the Honey Show for the first time and came away with two firsts from the four classes he entered, beginners luck? Something to think about next year.

Wiltshire came out top to win the county trophy for most points in the Honey Show.

Warnings

Two important notices for beekeepers have recently been sent out:
1) RBI-(Regional Bee Inspector) concerning the storage of food in the hive and that feeding of syrup may be necessary to stop your bees starving to death.
2) BBKA-the possibility that our colonies could be overwhelmed by wasps earlier than we would normally expected to and precautions should be underway to help the bees combat this problem.

HoneyBee Times 
At the last Council meeting of the Wiltshire Beekeepers Association (WBKA) on 20th May, the Honeybee Times was discussed - reducing the costs and having enough material to make each issue interesting. One way to achieve this would be to produce the HBT electronically. Having increased issues from three to four per year not many years ago, one suggestion is to go back to three. It was also thought that not every copy is read and that an electronic copy would allow members to decide whether they were interested in reading or not.
Branch representatives were asked to obtain the views of their members for feedback on 3 possible options:
1)
Reduce the frequency of ‘HoneyBee Times’ from four issues per annum, to two or three. 

2)
Produce ‘HoneyBee Times’ as an ‘electronic’ magazine, no paper copies.


(members could print hard copies if they so wished)

3)
Continue with four issues of ‘HoneyBee Times’ per annum, and increase the members’ annual capitation rate by an amount which would enable the WBKA to balance its books. (current capitation fee paid by each member £3.75)
Please let Dennis Simpson know your view/option. drsimpson@hotmail.com
WBKA Secretary post vacant

The post of Honorary Secretary to the Council of the Wiltshire Beekeepers Association has become vacant and branches have been asked to help find a successor to Ruth Woodhouse. The duties include taking minutes of the WBKA Council’s quarterly meetings (usually held in Devizes on a Friday evening) and any correspondence (letter/phone/Email) relating to WBKA. The person doesn’t need to be a beekeeper; it is mainly an administrative post. 

If you might be interested, please contact Dennis Simpson who will be happy to answer your questions. 

HBT e-News

Full members with internet access should have received the first edition of the electronic HBT e-News. This carries the latest information regarding the events organised by the branches in Wiltshire and related news.
Guests from other branches are always welcome.
Membership

Swindon Beekeepers membership is still increasing, with more than 90 members and over 50 associates. 
A warm welcome to all our new members. We look forward to meeting you at one of our forthcoming events.
Associates as well as full members can attend the ‘hands-on’ and ‘taster’ sessions run by Ross at the TWIGS apiary. These are run to increase your beekeeping skills/knowledge and can possibly lead to taking the ‘basic exam’.
For further information about any of the above contact Ross Gregory, Training Officer: rossg@dsl.pipex.com or (01793)762355

With our large membership base, one would think that we would be inundated at our events (DVD/apiary skills/TWIGS/safari) and have to fight our way to the front, but, this isn’t the case. Several times Ross has had to send out panic emails for participants. Your committee spend a fair amount of time organising events and judging by the attendance we are not catering for the majority. If you are of the opinion that these events are not for you, we would really appreciate knowing what would bring you out. 
· Should we invite speakers to talk about totally different subjects that have no relationship to beekeeping? 

· Do you have a special skill or hobby that would entertain a group of beekeepers?
· What kind of event would encourage you to attend?

Please let Dennis Simpson know your views. drsimpson@hotmail.com
Volunteers and Mentors to give hands-on help or advice to our novice/associate beekeepers are always welcome, so if you feel you would like to assist a new beekeeper or allow a new beekeeper in your area to look over your shoulder when working your bees, contact Dennis Simpson
If you have a knowledge or skill you would like to share with our members or you are willing to submit an article for this newsletter, please contact Dennis Simpson
Over the last few years Ron Hoskins has found time to run a ‘honey extraction’ workshop at the Stanton Rangers cottage. This has always been popular, with at times ‘standing room’ only. We’re hoping, given Ron’s current workload (training and Swinbee project), he can find time to run another workshop this year.
If you are interested attending this workshop, please contact Dennis Simpson drsimpson@hotmail.com
2011 Meetings

July 9th

Bee safari



tbc



Ross Gregory
July 16th
Barbeque at Stanton Park





Peter Hinton

August 14th
Lacock Abbey, Bee and Honey Day, 
(helpers required)

tbc
September
Swindon Honey Show, Haydon Wick
October 15th
County Honey Show, Marlborough

October 27th 
AGM, Haydon Wick
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