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June 2009
We have organised several events for you (see Summer Events) over the next couple of months.
There are also several public events which we need the membership to assist to make them a success. 
If enough members volunteer we can lessen the load on the few and make these occasions more enjoyable. You don’t need to know everything about beekeeping, no one has up to now and I doubt they ever will, but it’s a good opportunity to learn more about beekeeping by listening to the talk of fellow beekeepers and the public. We have invested a lot of time and some money into our presentation tools (many thanks to Paul Vickery) for just these opportunities. A lot of the public have been following the publicity in the papers and on TV regarding honeybee loses and varroa and it’s satisfying to hear that it’s not just us beekeepers that are concerned. Due to the plight of the honeybee we have been inundated with phone calls concerning bees in gardens and houses that people have taken more notice of than in previous years. Most of these calls relate to bumblebees, a few are about honeybees.
We have several new members since running the beekeeping courses over the last few months and I hope they are still interested in becoming beekeepers. It can be difficult starting out with your first colony and building up the confidence to open the hive, explore the goings-on inside and make decisions that could affect the colony for several weeks.
If you feel the need for a little support/guidance, don’t hesitate to ask; we all started from knowing a bit and building up on this knowledge over several years and it never stops. If we can help in any way, give one of us committee members a shout and we will come to assist. 
If anyone is in need of National frames or foundation, brood or super, Ron Hoskins (01793 525364) has a surplus that he is willing to sell at discount prices.
Stanton Park, 20th June 
Ron Hoskins has managed to persuade the Park Ranger to give us a guided tour around Stanton Park.

This will be followed with our “Drone Congregation Area” (DCA) search where we will be using rod and line to fly gas filled balloons which have Queen Pheromone attached. The intention is to attract any Drones flying in the area and thereby establish if this is a “Drone Congregation Area”, that queens would come to and be mated. Meet at the Rangers Office at 11.00am.

Contact Ron Hoskins (01793 525364) for further details.

We are planning a second session on Sunday 12th July adjacent to the A419, South bound, at one of Ross’s apiaries.
TWIGS Open Day, 21st June
This is the second of two open days when we support TWIGS. We will be displaying our virtual hive along side bee related products and the apiary bees can be seen flying from the safety of the hut window. Volunteers are needed to help through the day, to answer bee related questions, sell our produce and explain bees and beekeeping. If you can spare one or two hours to help, between 11.00 and 4.00pm, please contact Ross Gregory (01793 762355).
Swindon Old Town Festival, 27th June 
We have been invited to setup a beekeeping stall as part of the Old Town Festival which has this year chosen “the plight of bees” as its theme. They are planning to have a queen bee take pride of place in the carnival procession. Come and support us with this event, the more volunteers we have, the easier it is. If you haven’t attended one of these events, don’t worry, it’s time well spent talking about bees and beekeeping and if you are concerned you may not know enough, just come and listen.

Please contact Ross Gregory (01793 762355) if you can help.

Safari 2009,  4th July 
This is our annual tour of some of our members’ apiaries lead by one of our seasonal  Bee Inspectors. We normally try to get to see four or five apiaries where the hives are opened and inspected. The interest of this event is that you can see how other beekeepers organise their hives and the Bee Inspector will point out items of interest. Previous years have highlighted the need for correct bee space, cleanliness and identifying disease.
A pub lunch is planned into the day and if possible, we’ll end the day with tea and cake. If you would like your apiary to be included in the tour then please contact Ross. Details from Ross later.
Better Bee Husbandry Day,  11th July 

This is an opportunity to see and learn first-hand about bee diseases, identification, the risks, the effect on your bees and to discuss methods of control with our Bee Inspectors. Tea and coffee will be provided. Bring your lunch for an informative day at Bromham Social Centre, SN15 2JB (10am to 4.00pm).

Further details/enquiries to Sally Wadsworth, 01380 859052
Club Sweatshirts and Polo Shirts

We still have some sizes available and will be ordering more if enough interest is identified. 



Sweatshirts and polo shirts with our motif, 
£15.00 each.



Swindon Beekeepers motif sew-on badge, 
£7.00 each.

Contact Dennis or Joy Simpson. (01793 854063).

New Members
I welcome the following who have recently joined us and wish them an enjoyable time as members of 

S&DBKA. We look forward to seeing them at our meetings and events through the year.
Jude & Tony Currivan

Richard Polatch
Marilyn Sweet

Stephen Wright

Ellie Bethke


Matt Cascarina
Sam Cox

Chrissie Cranney

Eddie Elms


Bernard Jeffcutt
Peter Meakin

Moira Martin

Shirley Moss


Karen Reynolds
Alison Robinson
Gary Smith

Alaster Sneddon

John Sutherland
Jacqueline Watkins


Summer Events
June  20th     
Stanton Park, tour of park, and Drone Congregation Area search.
Ron

June  21st
TWIGS, second open day.






Ross

June  27th 
Old Town Festival, (the plight of bees) display stand.


Ross

July    4 th   
Safari, apiary tour with our Bee Inspector.




Ross
July  11th
Better Bee Husbandry Day, Bromham



Sally Wadsworth
July 12th 
Drone Congregation Area search (second search off the A419)

Ross

Sept 12/13th
Swindon Pet Show, 







Paul
Sept 24th
Coleshill Show, 







Ron
Sept 24th
Branch Honey Show, (details later)
Oct   10th 
Wiltshire Honey Show, (details later)
Oct  29th
Branch AGM. (details later)
YOUR COMMITTEE

· President


Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Chairman


Dennis Simpson

01793 854063
· Vice Chairman

Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Secretary


Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer


Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Training Officer

Ross Gregory

01793 762355
· Publicity Officer

Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Swarm Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Bryan Hopper



· Peter Hinton

Next S&DBKA committee meeting:
29th July  
Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:

22nd May
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