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We hope you have had a wonderful Christmas and wish you all a prosperous New Year.

May your bees be good and honey be in abundance.


Congratulations to Ron and Iris Hoskins on their 60th wedding anniversary.

Hopefully the long spell of cold weather has kept the bees clustered inside and helped to conserve their food stocks but this shouldn’t mean we don’t go to check the hives. Checking hives at this time of the year is just as important as any other time of the year. 

Ensure the entrance is clear to allow cleansing flights when the weather permits.

Heft (lift) the hive to check the weight to ascertain amount of the stores. 

If the hive feels light (not many stores), put some candy or a bag of sugar slightly dampened over the crown board hole.

Dead bees scattered on the ground around the entrance is a good sign that the bees are alive and keeping up with the housework in the hive.

If you haven’t done it yet, then start planning your spring and summer programme, maybe include some training, (BBKA Basic or Module Certificate), learn a bit about microscopy (pollen and diseases), queen rearing, join one of our ‘Apiary Skills’ and don’t forget to pencil in a visit to the BBKA Spring Convention in April. What do you want to achieve with your beekeeping this year and next? There are quite a few books (club library) and magazines (BBKA & Beecraft etc) available to guide and advise.

Beekeeping related lectures and seminars are another source of information that will be starting shortly-check the BBKA website events. Visit other branch meetings, check the Honey Bee Times or Wiltshire Beekeepers website for events/details.

December was the time for our annual skittles evening and with several members and guest we were able to create some stiff competition between the 2 teams. This was before the snow and presents. Bryan Hopper produced a top class display in the knockout competition to retain our wonderful trophy!

During the evening we held the draw for those members who had paid their subs by December and Gary Smith’s name was pulled out of the hat and has had a refund on his subscription for this year.

At our November meeting Tony Herbert (Salisbury branch) gave an appreciative audience a presentation on how he started his involvement in the African Bee project, and how he created easy to-make kit that the locals could make themselves without relying on commercial beekeeping suppliers. 

Secretary.


We still need someone to take on this position. Sue has kindly offered to continue till we have a replacement and show the ropes if required, but she’s not going to continue for too long. With over 80 members we should have a queue of volunteers. Contact Sue Harris or Dennis Simpson

Annual subscriptions

These are now overdue if you haven’t renewed yet.

We would like to keep you and your bees

Please don’t forget that you are not insured if you have not paid your subs.

Thanks to the 60+ members already paid for making it a bit easier for the committee.

I would like to welcome all who have recently joined us and wish them an enjoyable time as members of SDBKA, we look forward to seeing you at our meetings and events through the year.


What’s happening.

January 27th (our next meeting). 

Our speaker is Jo Trussler, Project Co-ordinator of the National Trust, Coleshill. During 2010 as part of the NT ‘Bee part of it’ initiative, Ron Hoskins was invited to select a suitable site for the apiary and provide the training to some of the residents.

Our Annual Dinner is on Wednesday 23rd February; details should be with you or contact Sue Harris.

Beekeeping Courses

BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate,


Ross Gregory is running the Basic Beekeeping course again this year. If you are thinking about joining this course then contact Ross soon.


BBKA Modules,

Again, Ross will be organising this and he would welcome more candidates.  

Introduction to beekeeping course,


Ross Gregory will be organising another of this very popular course in April. This is an excellent opportunity to get “hands on” experience handling bees and includes theory and practical instructions in beekeeping. It is a great way to enter beekeeping and to confirm you can handle bees, without the expense of buying equipment. If you know of family or friends who are interested in becoming beekeepers or would like to understand more about bees and honey, then this is the course.


Ron’s Hoskins will also be organising training courses at his Stanton Park apiary as well as requiring assistance with his ongoing research with ‘The Swindon Bee’.


Club polo, sweatshirts and badges.


Contract Dennis Simpson who has a few sizes/colours to choose from and if we haven’t your size and colour, we can order more if we have enough interest/orders. 

2011 Meetings
(Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD) Meetings start at 7.30 
Jan 27th
Jo Trussler (National Trust), talk about the National Trust at Coleshill & bees. 
Feb 23rd
Branch Dinner, Tawny Owl, info available from Sue Harris.
Mar 3rd

Sally Wadsworth, talk on ‘Long Hives’ routine management, swarm control.
Mar 31st
Nigel Simmence (Regional Bee Inspector)



tbc



YOUR COMMITTEE

· President


Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Chairman


Dennis Simpson

01793 854063

· Vice Chairman


Paul Vickery



· Secretary


Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer


Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Membership Secretary

Sue Harris

01793 339242
· Training Officer


Ross Gregory

01793 762355

· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins



· Publicity Officer


Clive (Tomo) Thompson

· Bryan Hopper




· Peter Hinton

· Alison Haynes

· Rachael Banyard

Next SDBKA committee meeting:

1st February

Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:
18th February
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