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We hope you have had a wonderful Christmas and wish you all a prosperous New Year,
May your bees be good and honey be in abundance.
It may be a white picturesque winter but we shouldn’t forget our bees. If your hive is close to the ground, check that the entrance isn’t blocked with snow or ice; remove any blockage to allow air to circulate through the hive. Check woodpeckers haven’t been busy making holes in the woodwork.
If you are short of things to do, then start planning your spring and summer programme, maybe include further training, BBKA Basic or Module Certificate, learn a bit about microscopy (pollen and diseases), queen rearing, pencil in a visit to the BBKA Spring Convention in April, join one of our apiary meetings. What do you want to achieve with your beekeeping this year and next? There are quite a few books (club library) and magazines (BBKA & Beecraft etc) available to guide and advise.
Beekeeping related lectures and seminars are another source of information that will be starting shortly, check the BBKA website events. Visit other branch meetings; check the Honey Bee Times or Wiltshire Beekeepers website for events/details.

Nearly a full house of competitors and observers took part in what was a very enjoyable evening back in December for our annual Skittles evening; this was before the snow and presents. Bryan Hopper produced a top class display to earn himself the inaugural trophy. Thanks to young Scott and Ben who spent much of the evening resetting the pins, much to everyone’s gratitude.
During the evening we held the draw for those members who had paid their subs by December and Bob Berry’s name was pulled out of the hat and he will get a refund on his subscription for this year.

At our November meeting Andy Willis gave a talk, “Bees eye view of beekeeping’ which included details of queen laying, the process of feeding brood with honey/protein by worker bees, methods to collect swarms were explained as well as his thoughts on wax contamination from Neo-nicotinoids. 
Congratulations to Andy and Kelly Ody on the birth of their daughter Ruby Ann, born 2.00am on 20th December and weighing 7lb 9oz, a little sister for Scott.

Congratulations are also due to, Clare Leonard, Maureen Bower, Chris Moody, Geoff Hale and John Pritchard on passing the Basic Beekeeping exam. Certificates were presented by Andy Willis following his talk at our November meeting. Ross Gregory is gathering participants for this year’s exam, so if you want to know more about getting your BBKA Basic Certificate, talk to Ross.
Annual subscriptions
These are now overdue if you haven’t renewed yet. There has been some confusion concerning the renewal date. Our membership year is October to September. This follows from our AGM in October when the subscription rates are agreed.

Please don’t forget that you are not insured if you have not paid your subs.
If you have already renewed, thanks for making it a bit easier for the committee.
I would like to welcome all who have recently joined us and wish them an enjoyable time as members of SDBKA, we look forward to seeing them at our meetings and events through the year.


If you have a beekeeping related topic/experience you would like to share, please contact Dennis Simpson.
What’s happening.
January 28th (our next meeting). Chris Park will be talking and demonstrating his beekeeping experiences using skeps through the year. Not sure if this is a bare footed presentation!
Thornes Winter Sale ends on 31st January, time remaining to grab a bargain if you can’t wait till the BBKA Spring Convention, 16-18th April. (www.thorne.co.uk)
Our Annual Dinner is being finalised for February, more details soon.
Beekeeping Courses

BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate,

Ross Gregory is running the Basic Beekeeping course again this year. If you are thinking about joining this course then contact Ross soon.
Introduction to beekeeping course,

Ross Gregory will be organising another of this very popular course in April. This is an excellent opportunity to get “hands on” experience handling bees and includes theory and practical instructions in beekeeping. This is a great opportunity to enter beekeeping and to confirm you can handle bees, without the expense of buying into beekeeping. If you know of family or friends who are interested in becoming beekeepers or would like to understand more about bees and honey, then this is the course. See attached sheet.

A similar range of beekeeping training and instruction (except groups) is available from Ron Hoskins at his Stanton Apiary on a more ad-hoc basis. 

Courses are also organised by other branches and beekeepers if travelling to Swindon is a problem and these can be found on the internet, Wiltshire Beekeepers and Learnbeekeeping 
2010 Meetings
(Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD)


Meetings start at 7.30, (except annual dinner)
Jan 28th
Talk, ‘Beekeeping with Skeps’, with Chris Park **



Feb 25th
Branch Dinner






tbc

Mar 4th

Discussion, ‘Are you ready’, **




tbc

Mar 25th
Talk, ‘Bees and other beneficial in the garden’, ** with Roger Umpelby, RHS
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Next SDBKA committee meeting:

2nd February
Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:
20th February
AN INTRODUCTION TO BEE KEEPING

If you are interested in discovering what beekeeping is all about, perhaps to take it up as a hobby, or simply want to know more about honey bees and beekeeping then this course is for you.

The next one-day course will be on:

  Saturday 10 APRIL, 2010
The course will be held at TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in Gardening, Swindon), Manor Garden Centre, Cheney Manor Industrial Estate, SN2 2QJ

The aim of the course is to provide attendees with a good understanding of:

· what a honey bee colony is, 

· that a beekeeper is only a guardian of honey bee colonies and beekeeping involves responsibilities,

· what it is like to inspect a hive, and

· what is involved in taking up beekeeping.

The course will last from 10am to 4 pm and will consist of five main sessions:


What are honey bees?


What does a beekeeper do?


Hands-on with the beekeeper inspecting hives (subject to the weather)


Honey and its extraction


Progressing to starting bee keeping.

Attendees will be encouraged to ask questions at all times.

If attendees do not wish to participate directly with the hive inspections they can observe the hive inspections from behind a window in the apiary shed.

Attendees should bring:

Notebook and pens (plus reading glasses if needed to be able to see honey bee eggs), a packed lunch, and for the hive inspection session bring a pair of ‘marigold’ gloves, wellies and wear light-coloured trousers with no bare midriff please. 

The organisers will provide tea & coffee. You will also be provided with a copy of the course slides plus useful information for discovering more about beekeeping.

Bee tops will be available to wear for the hive inspection.

Please avoid arriving late, especially if travelling some distance. The organisers will be setting up from about 9.30am.

The course leader will be Ross Gregory, Training Officer, Swindon BKA.

The charge for the one-day course is £30. 

This fee includes Associate Membership of S&DBKA until the end of  October, 2010.
For more information and to reserve places please contact:

Ross Gregory, email: rossg@dsl.pipex.com, or phone: 01793-762355

A beekeeping course organised by Swindon & District BKA
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