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Winter bee loses last year were approximately 30% and the major cause was starvation; either there was not enough food or the small cluster was unable to move to the food. Between now and April is the time that bees are likely to die of starvation caused by the milder temperature encouraging bees to fly out, or the bees moving within the hive. Either way, the bees are using up food. We must continually check hive weight to ensure the bees have food, and if in doubt, give the colony some candy.

The loss of a colony is tragic enough, but cleaning up the mess afterwards and the lack of bees while waiting to replace later in the season, doesn’t make a beekeeper happy.

Visit your hives and lift one side to feel the weight. If it rises quite easily, you need to feed. Knocking on the side of the brood box should produce a buzzing from inside to indicate bees are still alive. Be careful you don’t encourage bees to exit from the hive to investigate!!!

Our winters are changing from being long periods of cold dry weather to being damp, wet, windy and mild. We as beekeepers need to adapt to the climate change and don’t think beekeeping stops between November and April; if you do you are likely to be a beekeeper without any bees come the Spring!!!!!

GREAT NEWS

It’s been announced by Environment Secretary Hilary Benn (21 Jan 09) that an extra £4.3 million will be paid to safeguard and undertake more research into the health of bees. Nearly £2.3 million over the next 2 years would support the National bee Unit. In addition, DEFRA will put an extra £400,000 towards bee health research every year for the next 5 years. Well done to everyone who helped with our BBKA campaign petition which was signed by 140,000. Could we have got more funding if we had more signatures??????

Further information can be found on the BBKA website.

You may have read Ian Homer’s report in the Southern Region news (Autumn/Winter 2008) that after many years working bees and recovering from his warning jolt, he has decided to retire as Regional Inspector at the end of March 2009. I understand he will still be around giving talks and advice.

I know we at Swindon will miss him at our safaris during which he blended humour with information whilst we provided the challenge. Enjoy your earned retirement Ian and keep your hive tool clean. 

January 29th meeting is entitled, “Wax Purification'” a presentation on methods to obtain first prize at shows, by Andy Willis. This will include collecting, storing, removal of contaminants, filtering, processing for candles and exhibiting at shows. All part of the “Andy method” to win!

This should be a very informative evening from someone who has spent a lot of time with wax. So if you want to know how to produce wax for show or to sell, this presentation will help.

Our Annual Dinner is on 12th February at the Blunsdon Arms, SN25 2NA (just off Thamesdown Drive) at 7.30pm. Please inform Sue Harris before the 4th February if you wish to join us as we need to inform the Blunsdon Arms of the numbers attending.

Annual subscriptions

These are now overdue and the good news is that subs remain the same as last year at £27 for a full member, unlike the BBKA which has raised the capitation by £1.00.

Please don’t forget that you are not insured if you have not paid your subs.

The majority of members have paid their subscriptions before Christmas (we thank you) which helps considerably the committee members who have to ensure the membership information is provided to both the BBKA and WBKA in a timely manner.

Partner membership


If a beekeeper’s Partner is keeping bees in their own right (section 7.2 and 7.3 BBKA constitution) they should be paying Partner membership £22.58. This will allow exhibiting under their own name and more importantly, be covered by the bee product liability/insurance as per full membership.

Introduction to beekeeping course


Paul Vickery and Ron Hoskins will be running this very popular course again at Stanton Park, Swindon, over four Saturdays starting 25th April. This is an excellent opportunity to get “hands on” experience handling bees and includes theory and practical instructions in beekeeping. This is a great opportunity to enter beekeeping and to confirm you can handle bees, without the expense of buying into beekeeping. If you know of friends who are interested in becoming beekeepers or would like to understand more about bees and honey, then this is the course. An early entry is recommended as this course fills up very quickly. Email Paul, pdgvickery@aol.com.  

BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate


Ross Gregory is running the Basic Beekeeping course again this year with 9 people already signed up. If you are thinking about joining this course then contact Ross soon.  

2009 Meetings
(Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD)


Meetings start at 7.30, (except annual dinner held at the Blunsdon Arms)

29th January 

Wax Purification 


Andy Willis

12th February

Annual Dinner at the Blunsdon Arms. 

26th February.

First year as a Bee Inspector

Robert Carpenter-Turner.

26th March.


Improving your bees


Ron Hoskins

YOUR COMMITTEE

· President


Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Chairman


Dennis Simpson

01793 854063

· Vice Chairman


Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Secretary


Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer


Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Training Officer


Ross Gregory

01793 762355

· Publicity Officer


Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364

· Bryan Hopper




· Peter Hinton


Email addresses for the committee can be found in the Honey Bee Times year book and on the Wiltshire Beekeepers web site.

Next SDBKA committee meeting:

4th March

Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:
20th February


Have you checked your hives recently?

Are they secure and not likely to fall over in the strong winds? 

Are the entry holes in the mouse guards clear of debris?

Are they likely to be flooded?

Have they become unstable due to waterlogged ground?

Check the weight!!!!!!!

Again

CHECK THE WEIGHT……………….Feed with candy if hive weight is low.
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