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February 2009
I would like to apologise for the change of date for our next meeting. Unfortunately the room was double-booked but I’m sure this will not detract from what will be a very interesting evening on 5th March.
Our last meeting, “Wax Purification,” by Andy Willis was very informative with lots of advice and techniques on getting the most from your bees wax; nothing is lost or wasted. With his stall laid out with personal kit including a very nice cast iron casserole dish, he was able to demonstrate his methods to a large appreciative audience. Keep your waxes separate, keep away from light and treat each stage separately to allow time to complete each cycle without feeling hurried before the next stage is attempted.
Have you checked your hives recently? No? Then you’d better put it as a priority if you want to give the bees a chance of surviving. Although the weather during December kept the bees inside, the recent mild weather has allowed the bees to fly, and there’s not a lot for them unless they are situated close to gardens. I’ve checked all my hives and I’ve already lost 3 colonies and all 3 still had food. Two were what I would class as a reasonable size. These losses happened fairly recently judging by the condition of the bees and until the warmer weather of April arrives we need to keep on our toes and help our bees survive.

Ross Gregory has recently Emailed his findings and recorded some losses and suggests inspecting your hives if the weather permits, without disturbing the cluster.

6th-15th March is National Science & Engineering Week supported by the British Beekeepers Association to save our UK bees. Further information can be found on the BBKA website. The British Science Association website includes regional Bee events and how to receive a free information and activity pack.
6th March-5th April, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust are running a road show with a wealth of the best green living tips will be touring the village halls and town halls of Wiltshire and Swindon. The Greener Living Road show will have masses of free information on hand about how families and individuals can really make a difference to the planet, their pocket and future generations. Sunday 8th March, Swindon Steam Museum, 11-2pm. Lower Shaw Farm, 25th March, 10-2pm. If you are available to help our at our stand to talk about Swindon Beekeepers and /or bees, please contact Sue Harris, asap. 
Saturday 18th April is the BBKA Spring Convention at the National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh (just off the A46). This is an opportunity to listen to informative speakers, view the vast array of bee related equipment, books and some displays, not to mention the bargains to be had on new equipment. Further information can be found on the BBKA website.
Our March 5th meeting is entitled, “First Year as a Bee Inspector” a presentation by our Seasonal Bee Inspector, Robert Carpenter-Turner. He is a very knowledgeable bee inspector, who I have noticed was or very likely still is, an accomplished opera singer, brass player, President of North London Beekeepers and still maintains his connections in London, along with his bees!!! So I’m told!!! 
Make a note in your diary, October 10th, Wiltshire Honey Show, organised by our branch and with a small committee of dedicated members already planning this day, we will need volunteers to support this event which is being held in Wootton Bassett, so watch this space.

Our Annual Dinner was held on 12th February at the Blunsdon Arms and was well supported. I would like to thank Bryan Hopper for organising this enjoyable evening.
Annual subscriptions
Please don’t forget that if you have not paid your subs:

1) You are not insured. 

2) You will not be receiving the BBKA News. 

3) You will not be receiving the HoneyBee Times.

4) You will not be receiving the Wiltshire Beekeepers Year book.
The committee would like to thank the majority of members who have paid their subscriptions before Christmas, which helps considerably to ensure the membership information is provided to both the BBKA and WBKA in a timely manner. Thank you.
Partner membership


If a beekeeper’s Partner is keeping bees in their own right (section 7.2 and 7.3 BBKA constitution) they should be paying Partner membership £22.58. This will allow exhibiting under their own name and more importantly, be covered by the bee product liability/insurance as per full membership.

Introduction to beekeeping course

Paul Vickery and Ron Hoskins are running this very popular course again, over four Saturdays starting 25th April, at Stanton Park, Swindon. This is an excellent opportunity to get “hands on” experience handling bees and includes theory and practical instructions in beekeeping. This is a great opportunity to enter beekeeping and to gain confidence being around bees. You can handle bees, without the expense of buying into beekeeping first. If you know of friends who are interested in becoming beekeepers or would like to understand more about bees and honey, then this is the course. An early entry is recommended as this course fills up very quickly. Email Paul pdgvickery@aol.com 
BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate

The Basic Beekeeping course is running again this year and the first course is full but, a second course is being started after Easter. If you are interested or would like to know whats involved or whether it’s for you, please contact Ross Gregory.  
2009 Meetings
(Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD)


Meetings start at 7.30, (except annual dinner held at the Blunsdon Arms)
5th March.


First year as a Bee Inspector

Robert Carpenter-Turner.
26th March.


Improving your bees


Ron Hoskins




(Last indoor/Winter Meeting)
Summer Events

17th-19th April


BBKA Spring Convention at Stoneleigh
19th April


TWIGS first open day 2009.


21 June


TWIGS second open day 2009.

Next SDBKA committee meeting:
4th March   
Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:

22nd May
I know I’m repeating myself, but!!!!.................
Have you checked your hives recently?

Are the entry holes in the mouse guards clear of debris?

Check the weight!!!!!!!
Again

CHECK THE WEIGHT……………….Feed with candy if hive weight is low or your unsure.
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