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 December 2008

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a much improved beekeeping 2009

Our speaker at the November meeting, Dr Michael Keith-Lucas gave us a very interesting presentation on “Pollen and Bees”, including how bees recognised by colour which flower would yield nectar and how flowers developed means to attract bees and to deposit pollen onto the bee. Sadly this presentation was missed by a large portion of Swindon members. 

John Woolford was presented with his Honorary Membership certificate at the November meeting.  


On December 4th we held our annual Skittles night and the few who attended showed varying skills of knocking down pins. Chris Parks, even handicapped with green wellies, put some of us to shame. It was disappointing that so few members attended the annual skittles evening, an event that we have held for many years.


Feedback

Your committee has worked hard to organise events through the year that it believed the members would appreciate, but it seems, judging from recent meetings, there is a lack of member involvement and that these events are possibly not appropriate.

It’s impossible to cater for every individual preference, but we think we were covering most aspects of beekeeping, with the choice of speaker subject or event throughout the year.

What could we organise that would appeal and bring our membership out?? This has been asked at every AGM and the committee has tried to accommodate the few suggestions made.

If you have any suggestions please forward these to Sue Harris.



As you would have read from Ian Homer’s report, in Southern Region News, he is retiring in March.


His presentations and his apiary safaris with Swindon beekeepers have been very productive and hopefully will continue with his successor.

We wish him well in his retirement and hopefully we will still see him at events around the county.

Annual subscriptions

These are now due and the good news is, that subs remain the same as last year at £27 for a full member, unlike the BBKA which has raised the capitation by £1.00.  

Please don’t forget that you are not insured if you have not paid your subs.

Those who haven’t paid before the New Year can not be listed in the Year Book.

Bryan Hopper’s name was first out of the hat at our skittles night and he will receive a refund of his membership.

Bryan seems to be recovering well after breaking his ankle just before the skittles evening.  We hope he continues to improve!

Swindon Beekeepers Handbook


It’s a year since these were given to members and we would like some feedback to know whether you find it useful, or is it hidden at the back of the bookcase? Can you suggest improvements? 


Email/send your suggestions to Sue Harris

BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate


Ross will be running the Basic Beekeeping course again in the New Year and would appreciate early notification from those interested or just wanting to understand what’s involved.  

Beekeeping Study Group

If you have your BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate, why not go for the BBKA modular exams. Ross has offered to help and guide anyone wishing to participate in the next series of study group meetings. Study over winter ready for the exams in the spring. Do one or two modules, the choice is yours. Still not sure? - then give Ross a call.

2008/9 Meetings
(Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon. SN25 1JD)



Meetings start at 7.30

29th January.

“Wax” with Andrew Willis.

12th February

Annual Dinner, Blunsdon Arms near ASDA N. Swindon

26th February.

“First year as a Bee Inspector”, with Robert Carpenter-Turner.

26th March.


TBC

YOUR COMMITTEE

· President


Ron Hoskins

01793 525364

· Chairman


Dennis Simpson

01793 854063

· Vice Chairman


Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Secretary


Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer


Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Training Officer


Ross Gregory

01793 762355

· Publicity Officer


Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364

· Bryan Hopper




· Peter Hinton

Email addresses for the committee can be found in the Honey Bee Times year book and on the Wiltshire Beekeepers web site.

Next SDBKA committee meeting:

21st January

Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:
20th February
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