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At last the warmer days have arrived and the bees are flying, hopefully we will have a good honey harvest this year after two years of poor. Haven’t heard of many colonies not surviving the winter which is a relief to many compared to previous years’ losses which were as high as 30%. Have noticed that some colonies have survived but have lost the queen, and require urgent action before they collapse.
Our indoor meetings have finished until September when we start again with our Honey Show.
The BBKA Spring Convention in Stoneleigh was packed with bargain hunters and Thornes ‘seconds’ piles had been reduced to an empty pallet by midday. Other suppliers still had bargain prices, with long queues at the till late in the afternoon. The only quiet periods were when the lectures drew a large audience and you could walk around the stalls in comfort. I was surprised at the state of some of the wax being exchanged, I’m sure I could see dead bees in the wax. I did note that they were several bees around the piles of exchanged wax, obviously drawn by the smell and the opportunity of finding old honey that remained in some containers. 
Last weekend the branch was busy advertising beekeeping as part of the growing/healthy/living day at Red Oaks School on Saturday where our team (Dennis and Joy Simpson, Sue Harris, Bryan Hopper and Peter Hinton) were kept busy explaining and showing with the aid of our display boards, virtual hive and observation hive. Joy was kept busy the whole time with “roll your own candle” and Bryan sold some of his honey. Thanks to all.
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We managed to secure an excellent venue for our display at Red Oaks School!
The TWIGS open day on the following Sunday was an opportunity to show the public our apiary and our static displays along with the observation hive and support TWIGS. It was another long day with a constant stream of interest in our craft. We were grateful for the support of our members manning the various sections of our display. We sold all the honey, cut comb and wax polish we had and could have sold a lot more honey if we’d had it. With enough volunteers we were able to spend some time exploring the various displays and indulge in purchasing plants and garden structures. 

Many thanks to those who volunteered to help, Ross Gregory, Peter Hinton, Mo Ellis, Avril Earl, Gary Smith, Bridget Sinclair, Stephen Greenaway, Sue & Clive Harris and Dennis & Joy Simpson. 
The second TWIGS open day is on Sunday 20th June and we will be asking for help again.
What’s Happening in May?

Wednesday  5th
Showing of the May edition of the Beekeeping DVD

at the Haydon Wick Club, details from Ross Gregory
Saturday   8th
Apiary Skills. Next proposed date, based on a 10 day cycle. 


Ross will confirm.
What’s Happening in June?
Wednesday 2nd
Showing of the June edition of the Beekeeping DVD

at the Haydon Wick Club, details from Ross Gregory
Saturday  5th
Stanton Park, we have been invited to display beekeeping 
Saturday 19th
Swindon Beekeepers Barbeque at Stanton Park

Sunday 20th
TWIGS second open day
Check out the Wiltshire Beekeepers website for events being held during the year by other branches.

Several beekeepers have asked how clean the wax should be for exchange at the BBKA Convention.
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Photo taken outside the Thornes wax exchange tent.

It seems they have accepted this but, suggest you present your wax better than this.
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