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March’s meeting was entitled “Improving your bees”, with Ron Hoskins, explaining why it's important to improve the quality of our bees by raising hygienic, self cleaning bees and encouraging drones from good colonies to saturate drone congregation areas.
Ron is seeking beekeepers to volunteer with his queen rearing programme, which would entail recording the daily mite dropdown over a period of time, from a supplied nucleus hive.
This was our last indoor meeting till September when we hold our Honey Show.

2008 saw a lot of effort by SDBKA and other associations into the “Save The Bee Campaign“ and now people are coming forward asking about how the bees are, the mites and diseases. More money is being put into bee related research (the latest being from the Cooperative), but we could do with more. Let’s keep this momentum going by keep reminding people how important bees and beekeeping are to our environment. 

Many thanks to Gloria Sim (one of our new novices) and her husband Gordon for helping shift sand and lay the slabs in the extension to our TWIGS apiary.

During the year we will need help with manning the SDBKA stand at events around Swindon where we will display and sell bee related produce/products and converse with the public. As these events draw near, we will be sending out requests for assistants. See “TWIGS” below!!
BBKA Examination

Three Swindon Beekeepers finally got to sit modules 1 (honeybee management) and 2 (honeybee products & forage) last month. The results won’t be known for a few months yet, so fingers crossed, the last few weeks/months studying have been worthwhile.

If you have completed the Basic Beekeeping then this could be your next challenge in 2010.

Speak to Ross Gregory if you want to know more.

BBKA Basic Beekeeping Certificate
Following the huge response to this “Basic Beekeeping course”, the first session is now full and Ross is planning a second session starting after Easter. If you are interested or would like to know more, please contact Ross Gregory. 

Introduction to Beekeeping

We have had a huge response to this course, such that Paul and Ron are planning a second starting later this month. This is a tremendous result for beekeeping following several years of declining membership.
TWIGS Open Day 19th April

This is the first of two open days when we support TWIGS. We will be displaying our virtual hive along side bee related products and the apiary bees can be seen flying from the safety of the hut window. Volunteers are needed to help through the day, to answer bee related questions, sell our produce and explain bees and beekeeping. If you can spare one or two hours to help, please contact Ross Gregory.
BBKA Spring Convention Saturday 18th April
This is held at the National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh (just off the A46). This is an opportunity to listen to informative speakers, view the vast array of bee related equipment, books and some displays, not to mention the bargains to be had on new equipment. Something for everyone.
Further information can be found on the BBKA website.

‘Advance tickets’ is now closed, so it’s pay at the door.
The Bath and West Show, 27 and 30th May
Chris Rawlings (West Wiltshire branch) is seeking stewards to help at the Beekeepers stand for part of the day in exchange for free entry to the show ground and your own free time for the remainder of the day. 

Club Sweatshirts and Polo Shirts
We still have some sizes available and will be ordering more shortly if enough interest is identified. 



Sweatshirts and polo shirts with our motif, 
£15.00 each.



Swindon Beekeepers motif sew-on badge, 
£7.00 each.

Contact Dennis or Joy Simpson. (01793 854063).
The Beekeepers Quarterly 
This magazine can now be seen on the web at www.bkq.org.uk 
This has been free for the last few months and will continue till May. Try it while it’s free. 

There will be a small charge to subscribe after this time.
New Members


I would like to welcome the following who have recently joined us and wish them an enjoyable time as members of SDBKA, we look forward to seeing them at our meetings and events through the year.
Allison Bucknell


Stephen Greenaway            
Geoff Worthington

Lynda Polatch


Ivor Stephens


 Andy Brookes
Phyllida Richards

Val Moody
Summer Events

April
18th

BBKA Spring Convention at Stoneleigh
April
19th

TWIGS first open day.

May
27-30th

Bath and West Show. 
June
**    

Drone congregation and picnic. 




tbc

June
21st

TWIGS second open day.


July
**    

Swindon Beekeepers open day. Apiary at TWIGS.

tbc
July
11th

Safari, apiary tour with our Bee Inspector.





August **

Stanton Park walkabout followed by tea and cakes. 

tbc



September 24th
Branch Honey Show

October 29th

Branch AGM.

YOUR COMMITTEE

· President


Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Chairman


Dennis Simpson

01793 854063
· Vice Chairman

Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Secretary


Sue Harris

01793 339242

· Treasurer


Clive Harris

01793 339242

· Training Officer

Ross Gregory

01793 762355
· Publicity Officer

Paul Vickery

01793 831299

· Spray Liaison Contact

Ron Hoskins

01793 525364
· Bryan Hopper



· Peter Hinton

Next SDBKA committee meeting:
22nd April   
Next Wiltshire BKA committee meeting:

22nd May
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