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January 2012 Newsletter
Skep Making & Skep Beekeeping
On the 26th January please join us to hear a talk by Chris Parks on SKEPS - he uses with his bee keeping.

He will be bringing along examples of his hand made skeps and show you how to make and use them.
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Chris did his basic beekeeping with Ross Gregory and holds his Basic Beekeeping Certificate. He teaches Celtic Crafts at the Acorn Education Centre near Shrivenham.

At the start of this year, we have 87 Full members, 7 Partner members and 17 Associates - thanks to you all for your prompt payment!

Mike Hall, a former member of Swindon and District Beekeepers Association passed away in December. Our condolences go to his family.

Following the resignation of Ross Gregory as Chairman of the Swindon and District Beekeepers Association, we need to hold an EGM to vote for a new Chairperson.  We intend to hold this meeting prior to the demonstration of skep making by Chris Park on Thursday January 26th 2012 at our usual venue, The Haydon Wick Club Blunsdon Road SN25  1JD. 

If you wish to nominate a member of the Association as a candidate for the position please inform Kathy prior to the meeting.

We will need a quorum so if you are unable to attend, please let Kathy Hobson know by replying to the following:-
I am not able to attend the EGM and authorise the Chair of the meeting to use my vote at their discretion. 
If you agree with this, please reply to this Email saying, 'I accept this arrangement'.
THINGS TO CHECK WITH YOUR BEES.

STORED SUPERS.

Check your supers for the wax moth, there are two varieties the Greater and Lesser wax moth, both of these appears where bees are kept and wax available.
The adult moth sneaks into your hive or stored supers and lays their eggs in the honeycomb, the larvae hatch and as they feed, tunnel through the wax leaving a trail of silky strands behind. The larvae then find a comfortable spot in your comb, pupate and emerge as adult moths.
Your stored frames, either stored wet or dry, are unprotected by the bees, who do not tolerate the moth around its brood, so your frames provide the wax moth with the opportunity to have a field day, laying eggs to eventually leave you with dusty shreds where you wax was.

WHAT TO DO

Place a flat board on the bottom of the pile of supers and a flat board on the top; sprinkle a few crystals of PDB (Paradichlorobenzene) among the frames. This substance is a mothball type substance and will guard against the wax moth.

The boards will also keep out mice if stored in a garage or shed.
VARROA TREATMENT
You still have time to treat the varroa mite with a 3.2% solution of OXALIC ACID in sugar solution; this is dribbled into the seams, or space between frames, at a rate of 5ml per seam, over the bee cluster. You can treat up till the end of January, or until the queen starts laying.

ONLY TREAT ONCE
I saw on E-Bay a kit to treat two hives with 100ml of solution, the syringe and gloves, ready mixed, at £5.50, plus postage.
MEETINGS
23 February

Club Dinner at the Bolingbroke Arms, Greatfield.
1 March

We hope to have Chris Rawlings coming to talk to us about 

preparing for honey shows and also the Bath and West Honey Show
29 March

Jane Cadogan will be talking to us about the use of Manuka




Honey as an open wound treatment.

We are also looking for a video projector we can use for talks and demonstrations, if you know of a company that may have a spare one they are not using, or one you had for Christmas you do not need, please call me.
Stephen Greenaway, 01793 814993 or 07932172760

Or 

stephen@beenucs.co.uk
If you have any publicity or information to be passed on to members, contact Kathy or myself.

Meetings are held in the skittle alley on

the last Thursday of the month

 (unless otherwise stated) 

at the Haydon Wick Club, 
Blunsdon Road, Swindon SN25 1JD

Meetings start at 7.30pm

